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Hello Teachers, Parents, Students and Sequim Community; 

A special thank you to all those involved in scheduling students for the 2015-

2016 school year. It is obvious that much care was taken to place students in 

cluster classes, honors, and AP courses based on students’ strengths and 

interests. All elementary Hi-Cap students have been clustered with a teacher 

who has or will receive Hi-Cap training. The research of Dr. Marcia Gentry 

documented three significant results from using a cluster-model: 

 Cluster grouping positively affected the achievement levels of all 
students at any grade level using clustering.  

 New student role models and leaders emerged in classes that did not have highly capable students. 

 Clustering provided numerous benefits to teachers by organizing classes with a smaller range of student 
abilities.  

We are off to a good start! Students have been placed in clustered classrooms or honors/AP placements, we 
have been in communication with OSPI to clarify Hi-Cap expectations for the 2015-2016 year, the 4th and 
5th grade pull-out program is up and running, and professional development opportunities are on the 
horizon.  Have a wonderful October! 

 

Warmly, 

~Robin Forrest~ 

(Students who were not placed in cluster classrooms due to special request or late identification will still receive enrichment services.) 

W h a t ’ s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  h i - c a p ?  

 10/12:  No School: Teacher Professional 

Development Day 

 10/27-10/30:  Early Release Days 

 10/29: NO 4th/5th Hi-Cap Class 

 TBA:  Fall Hi-Cap Testing 
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I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

As part of our commitment 
to improving the Hi-Cap 
Program, the Honors’ 
Middle School Teachers will 
attend the WAETAG 
conference in Tacoma this 
month. The WAETAG 
conference offers keynote 
speakers; Lori Comallie-

Caplan and Ian Byrd. There 
will be interactive workshops 
for teachers, counselors, and 
administrators and everyone 
will leave with plenty of tools 
and information to share with 
colleagues when we return. I 
am incredibly excited about 
this wonderful, professional 

development opportunity. 
We will be making more Hi-
Cap Program decisions 
following this conference. 

If you haven’t visited Ian Byrd’s website, 
it’s a must! Check it out at 
www.byrdseed.com 

Additional information about WAETAG 
can be found at http://
www.waetag.net/ 

 W A E T A G  C o n f e r e n c e  



 

Fall Testing:  TBA 

Winter Testing: February 

(Exact dates to be announced) 

 

Hi-Cap Testing 

2015-2016 

 

Remember:  Gifted students are 

gifted all day, everyday.  Not 

just for one hour once a week. 

Robin Forrest 

Hi-Cap Coordinator/Teacher  

rforrest@sequim.k12.wa.us 

(360) 582-3561 

 

 

 

 

 

“SURVEY SAYS” 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Hi-Cap Survey. Your feedback is 

very much appreciated! The results are in.  

Students: 

Parents: 

Teachers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The comments made by parents, teachers, and students were incredibly helpful. 

There was an overall positive and hopeful vibe for improvements to the program. 

The feedback will be referred to often as we continue to develop the Highly Capable 

Program. This year we will focus on: 

 Defining our identification and referral procedures 

 Providing quality highly capable services to students 

 Providing teachers with training and tools to serve our highly capable           

population 

 Improving communication to all stake-holders 



The 4th and 5th grade Hi-Cap students created projectors using a simple box, Fresnel lens, and a cell 

phone. It was wonderful to see each student’s approach as they used problem solving skills and creative 

design to produce a functional projector. 

The National Association for Gifted Children compiled a list of the most prevalent myths in gifted education with evidence  

rebutting each of them. Follow the link to read about the myths of highly capable students and programs.                          

http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/myths-about-gifted-students 
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